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of the Republic.1 The ministry, which is divided into a
dozen sections, including such fields as elementary, second-
ary, higher, and teacher education, each under its own
director (Referent), has general charge of the work through-
out the state. Some special phases of education, how-
ever, are administered by other departments; for ex-
ample, commercial education comes under the Ministry
of Commerce, and agricultural under the Ministry of
Agriculture. It is the duty of the Ministry of Education
to issue decrees dealing with the internal management of
schools, courses of study, and examinations; approve text-
books and school materials; formulate regulations and
render decisions; prepare legislative bills and a budget;
and appoint certain of the higher educational officials.
An educational authority subordinate to the ministry
is found in the Provincial School Board (Provinzial-
schulkollegium). The membership of each of these
boards is largely composed of educators and legal author-
ities, with a chairman (Oberprdsidenf) appointed by the
minister. Besides general supervision of all schools in
the province, it has special charge of secondary education
and general jurisdiction over the discipline of elementary
teachers. The provinces are, in turn, divided into
counties (Regierungeri), each of which has a Section for
School Affairs. Of this division the county president
is chairman ex officio, although the director of the schools
1 By decree of May 1, 1934, a Federal Ministry for Science, Education, and
Popular Culture (Reichsministerium fur Wissenschaft, Erziehung, und Volks-
Uldung) was established. On the following May 11, a second decree trans-
ferred from the Ministry of the Interior to the new ministry a considerable
number of duties relating to scientific matters, both foreign and domestic, and
all matters of general interest to schools. The former minister of education for
Prussia became head of the new National ministry. As even under the empire
Germany had no central ministry of education, the establishment of such an
office under Nazi regime argues a great change in certain fundamental aspects
of thinking.